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minds does not run that way. Aristotle tells
us that there are many things it is better not
tp know; and his sublime deity is happily
ignorant of our errors and of our very exist-
ence ; more emphatically so the even sublimer
deities of Plotinus and the Indians. The
omniscience which our religion attributes to
God as the searcher of hearts and the judge
of conduct has a moral function rather than
a logical one; it prevents us from hiding our
sins or being unrecognised in our merits; it
is not conceived to be requisite in order that
it may be true that those sins or merits have
existed. Atheists admit the facts, but they
are content or perhaps relieved that they
should pass unobserved. But here again
Royce slipped into a romantic equivocation
which a strict logician would not have
tolerated. Knowledge of the truth, a passing
psychological possession, was substituted for
the truth known, and this at the cost of rather
serious ultimate confusions. It is the truth
itself, the facts in their actual relations, that
honest opinion appeals to, not to another
opinion or instance of knowledge; and if, in
your dream of warm sympathy and public
corroboration, you lay up your treasure in